
 

ISFAP funds critical skills students: IT and 
Data Science 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

‘What I like the most about a ISFAP bursary is that they do not only pay the tuition, accommodation and allowance but 
they also offer a great level of support, both academically and psychosocially. We are given tutors and are provided with 
mentors. There was a time in 2020 after COVID had just began when ISFAP called me and other ISFAP funded students to 

know if we are doing well and how could they help us in making sure that we progress through our studies. That act 
really motivated me to do well in my studies and to not give up because of the COVID situation…   

‘The ISFAP allowance is motivating indeed: it will make you want to study harder and perform better as you do not want 
to lose the bursary. In addition to that, I have found the data allowance very useful: I never got behind with my 

schoolwork because of a lack of data.’ 

 — Thabang Kgatla, Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Informatics, University of Johannesburg 

Funders who support tertiary education demand that their investment is used effectively, and accounted for 
professionally. They also mandate results: they want to know that their money is applied purposefully and 
make a noticeable difference. At the same time, talented and motivated students with a lack of funding need 
support to set them on the road as critical skills providers.  One of the critical skills areas is that of information 
technology and data science. Indeed, information technology and data science experts form a robust part of 
the backbone of any modern economy. 

In 2021 the Ikusasa Student Financial Aid Programme (ISFAP) became the largest private bursary provider in 
the country, and was named as the ‘Best Bursary provider’ by the B-BBEE Commission for its outstanding 
contribution towards skills development in the country. 

ISFAP is a non-profit foundation that focuses on investment into the future of our communities and the 
economy:  it specifically supports the ‘missing middle’ segment of students at public universities throughout 
South Africa. This ‘missing middle’ include those students who are too poor to afford to go to university, yet also 
not poor enough to qualify for government funding: the National Student Financial Aid Scheme (NSFAS) 
assistance stipulates that a household income needs to be below R350 000 per year for a student to qualify for 
inclusion. Thus, those students coming from households earning more than R350 000 but less than R600 000 
annually are often unable to afford the fees, accommodation and living expenses required while studying. ISFAP 
currently focuses mainly on the critical skills needed in IT and data 
science, engineering, chartered accountancy, and the actuarial and 
medical profession fields. The programme’s expansion into funding 
other disciplines will remain responsive to the skills demands of the 
economy and the availability of funds.  

IT and Data Science – critical for national growth 

Because of the vital role that information technology plays in virtually 
every part of the economy, South Africa has to produce and nurture 
those studying in the relevant directions.   

From banking to the technology that facilitates public transport, retail 
and government service delivery, all parts of the economy depend on 
the expertise of data scientists and the IT experts who design, develop 
and maintain computerised systems and drive the crucial analysis of 
data. Without their know-how the economy cannot thrive. The 
economic effects of Covid-19 have intensified the already-urgent need 
for students to specialise in this field because the economy is 
increasingly dependent on ‘remote’ access, as well as user-friendly yet 
secure online activity. Data has become the new ‘oil’ that is not only 
highly valuable, but indispensable for the running of modern 
businesses and indeed the global economy.  

ISFAP contributes to support qualifying students in this critical skills 
area. The programme’s results since inception in 2017 have been 
notable: 68 students have been involved in the programme.  

OUR VALUES 

The ISFAP values underpin the support to 
students.   These values are: 

• PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Strong focus on strengthening, 
developing and promoting 
professions and occupations of high 
demand (OHDs). 

• FULL COST OF STUDY: Provide non-
capped funding to students to cover 
all necessities. 

• WRAP AROUND SUPPORT: Provide 
psycho-social and academic support 
services to students to ensure overall 
well-being. 

• TECHNOLOGY FOCUS: Leverage 
integrated digital platforms to 
interface with universities, 
government, funders and students. 

• CAPACITY BUILDING: Assist 
universities to optimise curricula and 
resources to suit the local context 
and student needs. 
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‘I feel so privileged to play a role in increasing access to tertiary education and increasing the critical skills base that our 
country so desperately needs.’ — Portia Maluleke, ISFAP Board member 

Wrap-around support 

ISFAP ensures much better throughput rates than traditional bursary schemes and reduces the long-term cost 
per graduate: fewer students need to repeat an academic year. What sets ISFAP apart is the wrap-around 
support in addition to what a normal bursary provides. The model for our approach was the highly successful 
Thuthuka Bursary Fund that concentrates on supporting chartered accountancy students.  

ISFAP wrap-around support includes 
among others: 

• University fees 

• Accommodation, meals and 
books 

• Academic support as well as 
tutoring, extended academic 
programmes and IT support 
(laptops and data allowance) 

• Dedicated programme 
managers on every campus to 
support students academically 
and psycho-socially  

• Life skills training 

• Mentoring 

• A stipend 

• Some medical support for 
students needing reading glasses etc. 

• Ongoing administrative support, including regular check-ins with students to ensure that they remain 
on track with their studies.  

 

‘COVID-19 restrictions resulted in no-contact classes and the entire syllabus being online (including 
lectures/assignments/examinations). The provisions for data and technological facilities such as a laptop has really 

assisted me during this time and made it possible for me to continue my studies with minimal disruptions. Emotional 
support is provided too, with monthly check-ins and seminars to teach me how to cope with stress of university and daily 

life. This has helped my mental health tremendously and I am grateful for having overall support; financially, 
academically, and emotionally. 

ISFAP is not just an organisation that administers bursaries; rather it is an organisation invested in the holistic 
development of their students and strives to assist them with receiving first-class education.’  

— Muhammed Akoojee, BSc Computer Science, University of Witwatersrand 

 

Key governance facts and figures 

‘It is our duty to look after the generation of young people who will provide the critical skills that our country 
needs.  Transforming the education sector of South Africa is one part of the picture. Another is the support of 

business leaders and other funders with the vision to make a difference.’ 

— Sizwe Nxasana, Chairman of ISFAP 

The ISFAP Foundation is set up as a public benefit organisation (PBO) under the directive of the Ministerial Task 
Team led by Cabinet and the Department of Higher Education and Training. It is a registered provider of bursaries 
for tertiary education. 

• ISFAP is chaired by Mr Sizwe Nxasana, a visionary leader who plays a critical role in transforming the 
education sector of our country.  

• Since inception in January 2017, ISFAP has funded over 2200 students across 11 universities in South 
Africa.  We have already graduated over 360 of those students.  

• The ISFAP progression rate exceeds 80%. 
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Why partner with ISFAP? 

‘The core reason to partner with ISFAP is the concept of active citizenry: active support and participation by 
the people. Reaching the economic development aims as set out in the National Development Plan requires 
the cooperation of all sectors of society, and we play an important role in ensuring that students can fulfil 

their potential to contribute to the South African success story.’—Morné du Toit, ISFAP CEO 

In addition to the much-needed contribution towards filling posts in the critical skills professions locally,   

• ISFAP offers a reliable tracking and reporting system that makes it easy to know your funds are secure 
and which students you support. 

• ISFAP’s aims are aligned with the Sustainable Development Goals of the United Nations. You will be 
contributing to reaching these global goals. 

• All ISFAP funding partners can tailor their own funding constraints to fit their own company or industry 
demands to support specific professions.  

• National and international companies can increase their B-BBEE points through cooperation with ISFAP.  

 

Main funding partners for students studying IT and data science  

In the IT and data science field the current (November 2021) main funders supply vital support through ISFAP to 
students at a number of South African universities:  

• Alexander Forbes      

• Capitec Bank 

• Compensation Fund 

• First Rand Foundation Trust 

• MERSETA 

• MIH Holdings (Pty) Ltd (Naspers) 

• Naspers Labs 

• Prudential 
 

Participating universities 

Currently ISFAP partners with the 
following 11 South African universities, 
but additional educational institution 
partners will be added according to skills 
requirements: 
 

• Central University of 
Technology, Free State 

• Nelson Mandela University 

• Stellenbosch University 

• Tshwane University of 
Technology 

• University of Cape Town 

• University of Johannesburg 

• University of Pretoria 

• University of the Witwatersrand 

• University of Venda 

• University of KwaZulu-Natal 

• Walter Sisulu University 
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Meet our Partners 

Below are the current partners involved in funding ISFAP and making all the good work we do possible. More 
partners are being added regularly, so if you are interested in becoming a partner, please click here or 
email info@isfap.org.za 

 

 

 

 

‘Under ISFAP I do have things to worry about—but not finance. They make sure I get a data allowance, food allowance 
and yes, pocket money to look after myself. So they make sure I focus on my academic issues; they will do the rest…The 

wrap around support gives me the opportunity to face my personal stuff and preparing me to be ready to hold my 
profession…I also have a tutor in modules that I am struggle with, the access to that is simple as talking to my project 
manager and because she understands, and she wants me and all other ISFAP students to excel, she always makes it 

happen… It is stress free to not worry about any fee, knowing that they are well taken of. It gives me the push to study 
hard and to finish my degree in record time.— Lucky Netshifhefhe, BSc (Computer Science), NMU  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

IKUSASA STUDENT FINANCIAL AID PROGRAMME FOUNDATION NPC 
Company Registration Number: 2016/533748/08 
 
PHYSICAL ADDRESS: 17 Fricker Road | Illovo | Sandton | 2196  
POSTAL ADDRESS: Private Bag X32 | Northlands | 2116  
PHONE NUMBER: 087 805 8500 | WEBSITE: https://www.isfap.org.za 
E-MAIL FOR FUNDING AND LARTNERSHIPS: partners@isfap.org.za 
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