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In October 2016, I received a life changing opportunity: an acceptance letter from the 
University of Pretoria to study Medicine (MBChB), my dream career. I was excited but at the 
same time worried about how I was going to pay my tuition fees, where was I going to stay 
and how I was going to buy books or maintain my student life. Taking this opportunity meant 
that I had to leave work as a professional nurse; earning a stable monthly income and have 
to move to Pretoria as I was residing in Johannesburg.   

It was a difficult and devastating decision that I had to make, but I did it anyway.  

I paid my registration fee and went to the first-year orientation week in January 2017 when I 
heard about ISFAP bursary and I applied for it, when I got the bursary I was thrilled because 
I knew it was going to impact my life tremendously.  

ISFAP does not only offer financial support but it also takes other aspects into consideration. 
Aspects such as the well-being of an individual, they organise amazing workshops with 
encouraging motivational speakers, selfless tutors for academic excellence, supportive co-
ordinators (pillar of strength).  With ISFAP all resources are available to keep us motivated 
and passionate. I am currently one of the ISFAP tutors and we have peer to peer mentoring 
and group mentoring. 

It is with great pleasure to be given this opportunity to thank Ikusasa Student Financial Aid 
Program (ISFAP) for stepping to my rescue by offering me a chance to pursue my dream 
career. It is a privilege and honour to be part of the ISFAP family. A lot of ease has been 
brought to our lives and a huge burden has been lifted off our shoulders and for that I will 
forever be grateful. 

My heart is filled with joy to know that they are people who dearly care about my wellbeing 
and my future. Thank you for making my dream a reality.  

Author: Yvonne Ntiwane 
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About Ikusasa Student Financial Aid 
Programme (ISFAP)  

The Ikusasa Student Financial Aid 
Programme (ISFAP) was established in 
2016 to develop a sustainable funding 
model for the higher education costs of 
South Africa’s missing middle students. 
The programme aims to fast track South 
Africa’s skills production for the 21st 
century by funding the higher education 
costs of students studying towards a 
career in scarce skills that have been 
identified as critical to South Africa’s 
economic development. 

ISFAP provides more than just funding 
to ensure a student’s success. Using a 
unique wraparound support model, 
developed and successfully 
implemented by the South African 
Institute of Chartered Accountants’ 
(SAICA’s) Thuthuka Bursary Fund, 
ISFAP provides funding for 
accommodation, meals, books, 
equipment and a stipend. The 
programme also offers additional 
academic, social and psychological 
support (such as mentoring and life skills 
training) to give students support in 
every area in order to ensure their 
success. 
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