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To give you a comprehensive insight on my 
journey with ISFAP, I will have to start from 
the beginning. ISFAP came at a time when 
like many other students, I was facing the 
worst crisis one could think ever face in 
their university life; mind you it was only my 
first year. I could already smell financial 
exclusion and I could see that my dreams 
were about to be crushed due to lack of 
funding. ISFAP was the ‘saving grace’ I 
needed in order not to become part of the 
statistics of a girl dropping out of school due 
to financial constraints. 

You might be wondering why I never 
applied for NSFAS and other bursaries. 
Truth is I did but I am lucky enough to have 
both of my parents still alive, even though I 
only live with one of them. I was fortunate 
enough to have never went to bed on an 
empty stomach and; my parents could 
afford me the opportunity to go to a fee-
paying government school. So, one can 
say I am somewhat fortunate. However, 
those are factors that meant I wasn’t going 
to be a priority for NSFAS and other 
bursary programmes. To them I am middle 
class and am expected to afford university 
fees. This couldn’t be further from the 
reality I was faced with. 

As soon as my parents realised that I was 
a ‘promising’ child, who dreamed of going 
to university and becoming a medical 
doctor (paediatrician to be specific); they 
tried to save up some money for my 
education. However, this realisation may 
have come a bit too late in life. Being the 
first in my family to be afforded an 
opportunity to even set foot in a university, 
the university fees was a big shock to them. 
What they had saved up managed to pay 
basically for my registration and only a 

couple of months of residence and from 
there we were out of options. To make 
matters worse my mom lost her job and my 
dad’s small business went downhill and all 
his assets got repossessed. We had hit 
rock bottom and I couldn’t see a way out. 
There was no way out that didn’t involve me 
dropping out of school. 

I had applied for ISFAP earlier on in the 
year and as all this was unfolding, my 
application was approved. So, now you can 
probably understand why I refer to it as “my 
saving grace”. Not only did they lift off the 
financial burden that was affecting me even 
academically, but they restored the hope 
that I had somewhat lost in my dreams. 
They offered me academic support which 
was very crucial in my making it through 
first year because of how badly my 
situation had affected my grades. I had 
been kicked out of residence due to lack of 
payments, and Ms Raazia particularly 
didn’t rest until I was allowed back there.  

In 2018 when things got even worse back 
at home, ISFAP offered me even more 
support as I was struggling to deal with the 
loss of a loved one. At the same time my 
mom lost her home and all that took a toll 
on me psychologically. I was referred to Ms 
Carol who counselled me and even went as 
far as helping me develop a study time-
table so that my academics didn’t suffer 
amidst of it all. I am entirely grateful to have 
such a supportive and considerate bursary 
that doesn’t put pressure on me but rather 
helps me find solutions to life’s situations 
while I continue to work towards my 
dreams. I will be fortunate enough one day 
to look back at the journey and talk about 
the challenges I faced as merely stumbling 
blocks and not causes of failure.  
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What your investment means to 
students like me? 

Investing in a project such as ISFAP means 
that you are not only financially supporting 
the dreams of upcoming passionate 
doctors like myself, but you are restoring 
hope that might have been lost due to 
situations like the one I was faced with. You 
are investing in a project that ensures that 
it provides optimum support for us students 
to enable us to thrive in our academics 
against all odds. You are becoming part of 
the reason why in 2024, Wits will graduate 
a girl who is yet to become one of the best 
paediatricians in Africa. Watch out for the 
name Dr Nokuthula Khwasha, and smile 
when you hear about it, knowing that you 
played a huge role in bringing what started 
as just a dream, to life.
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About Ikusasa Student Financial Aid 
Programme (ISFAP)  

The Ikusasa Student Financial Aid 
Programme (ISFAP) was established in 
2016 to develop a sustainable funding 
model for the higher education costs of 
South Africa’s missing middle students. 
The programme aims to fast track South 
Africa’s skills production for the 21st 
century by funding the higher education 
costs of students studying towards a 
career in scarce skills that have been 
identified as critical to South Africa’s 
economic development. 

ISFAP provides more than just funding 
to ensure a student’s success. Using a 
unique wraparound support model, 
developed and successfully 
implemented by the South African 
Institute of Chartered Accountants’ 
(SAICA’s) Thuthuka Bursary Fund, 
ISFAP provides funding for 
accommodation, meals, books, 
equipment and a stipend. The 
programme also offers additional 
academic, social and psychological 
support (such as mentoring and life skills 
training) to give students support in 
every area in order to ensure their 
success. 
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